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MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE A GREAT
SUCCESS!

The first open house in several years at the
Marcellus Historical Society’s existing museum
was a great success with approximately 300
visitors touring the museum on Saturday October
5th. Many of those attending reported that they
had never before seen the museum, and were
impressed with the size and scope of the
collection. Senator DeFrancisco and Congressman
Walsh were among those who attended.

The entire museum had been rearranged and
cleaned, and much of it re-labeled, over the
summer. Visitors entered in a steady stream from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., many staying for over an
hour, studying each of the 1,500 artifacts and
hundreds of photographs from days gone by in

arcellus.

“...total membership to 350.”

Museum displays included iterns from the
early 1800’s, such as a detailed pencil sketch of the
village drawn in 1840 by Margaret F. Parsons at
the age of 17, one of the first set of post office
boxes used in town, and a carriage used by Dr.
Israel Parsons. One of the more current displays
honored Marcellus veterans killed in recent
conflicts, including Patrick Kelly Connor, killed
while serving in operation Desert Storm.

Historical society members were on hand at the
museum to answer the many questions asked by
visitors. The artifacts brought back many
memories for some of those touring the museum,
including Congressman Walsh, who said that he
spent his earlier days dating Marcellus girls. The
Congressman grew up in Marietta.

Twenty five more people joined the Marcellus
Historical Society during the open house, bringing
the total membership to 350. This makes the
Marcellus Historical Society the largest of any

swri in Central New York. This will be very
Jvantageous as the society pursues a new
museum.

An historic walking tour of the village was held
along with the open house. The tour was self-

guided and included open houses at each of the
four historic village churches. Volunteers at the
churches read a history of each church to the
visitors every half hour. Jim Reagan was one of the
volunteers at the Catholic Church, and he gave a
tremendous presentation from his memories of
attending the church all of his life. The walking
tour guides are still available through the society,
and will be available at the town and village halls.
The museum is not open regular hours, but can be
visited by appointment. Anyone who wishes to
visit the museum can arrange to do so by calling
historical society President Bill Reagan at 463-4160.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS TO BE HELD
AT NOVEMBER MEETING

The Marcellus Historical Society election of officers
will be held at the Sunday, November 3rd meeting.
The meeting is at the Marcellus fire house at 2:00
p.m. The following people have been nominated
for the positions listed.

President: Bill Reagan
Vice President:  Sidney Tuthill

Treasurer: Dick Smith

Secretary: Joyce Murphy

Trustee: John Curtin thru 1997

Trustee: Don Kilcoyne thru 1999

Trustee: Bruce Widger thru 1999
RECENT ACQUISITIONS

We wish to thank the following people for donating
historic items to be added fo our museum collection.

Florence Pottinger for donating scrapbooks and
historic clothing. Joyce Siersma for a World War 11
book. George and Doris Hagget for donating
scrapbooks. Bob Piekiel for copying and donating
photographs of the M.&O.L. Railway. Cathy
Mulroy for donating a crate used at Master
Brothers Hardware and books. Dorothy Bartlett
for donating medical books used by Dr. Lowell
and Dr. Walsh. More acquisitions are listed on
page eight of this newspaper.







