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In late October, I had an opportunity to climb
into the belfry of a historic Marcellus landmark
(Draslt in 1877-8) witich has fascinated me for
many years. [ gladly accepted an invitation
from Historical Society President, Bill Reagan,
fo assish with replacement of tioo lamps for
the clock faces on the Methodist Church
fower. Hearing Ehe bell hourly, and seeing
the clock’s faces from my front porch day or
night, have kept mie punctual during my
twenty-two years of Marcellus residency.

In 1909, our village clock’s cast-
brass mechanism was purchased, for
£500 from the H.J. Howe, Co. in
Syracuse, and donated to the
Methodist Church by Mr. and Mrs.
George Case, local farmers.

Made and installed by E. Howard & Company,
Boston, MA, the heavy machine was hoisted with a
block and tackle to the fifth floor of the Church
belfry where all but the hand-crank assembly and
weights still reside. A single linkage-rod extends

- from the top of the clock mechanism to the tower’s

sixth floor where its rotation is transferred through
a gearbox and more linkage to each of the four sets
of clock hands. (Supperting the central gearbox is a board
frome the clock’s original shipping crate stenciled: "H. | Howe;
Care E. V. Baker [Postnmster]: Marcellus Cnondaga Co. N.Y.")
For 550, Marcellus resident, Edgar Bartlett built
the six-foot wooden clock faces, and three-foot
hands with iron balance rods, and installed them on

- the belfry 64 feet above the ground. On Tuesdays

and Fridays, Mr. Bartlett, D.E Coon, or Fred
Woodbridge maintained and wound the clock. They
climbed on crude ladders through the belfry
chambers housing the clock’s 145-pound running-
weight and 800-pound striking-weight.

In the early 1960°s, the Methodist Church
donated its landmark clock to the Village of
Marcellus, and Mr. Mel Corp assumed primary
responsibility as the last person to wind the clock’s
huge weights by hand.

Perched high above the clock’s faces, on the
-eventh (and top) floor of the belfry, is the 40-inch
wide by 36-inch high cast-bronze bell made in 1876
at Troy, NY by the Meneely & Kimberly Foundry.

(Since the belfry was constructed in 1877-8 as part of the
original church structure, I'm assuming the M&K bell was
installed in if at that tine.)

From installation to 1909, the bell was rung by
pulling a rope extending down five floors to the
church vestibule. The rope was connected to the
f-foot, 3-inch great-wheel on the bell’'s West side, A
manual pull-rope is still used to ring the bell for
special occasions, but now it operates a striking
mallet, rather than rocking the huge bell North and
South in its massive cast iron suspension cradle.
The bell’s large clapper still hangs within its vessel.

I 1962, with $795 in donations from the
Marcellus Rotary and Citizen’s Clubs, the clock’s
original weights were removed and electric motors
installed to drive its running and striking
mechanisms. The conversion was contracted to the
Bert Rogers firm from Harrisburg, TA, by then
Mayor, Lester Norris. The Rogers firm removed the
hand-crank mechanism and weights from the tower.

MNow, a large metal mallet connected to the
clock’s striking mechanism rings the bell on the
hour. Electric lights illuminate the four clock-faces
at night. Modern ladders have replaced the old
ones used for climbing through the tower chambers
to maintain the clock, bell, strike mallets and lights.

Since electrification, annual maintenance has
continued to be performed by the Rogers firm from
Harrisburg, and routine maintenance by Lester
Morris, Ray Lawless and George Haggett.

Following Mr. Haggett's recent death, the village
has made arrangements with Bill Reagan and
Doug Whitman who are now providing routine care
and time adjustments when needed. =

SPEAKING OF CLOCKS..

The Marcellus Historical Society has four clocks
in its collection, all of which need cleaning and /or
repair to make them again operational. One clock
is particularly valuable, historically speaking. It was
made at the Marcellus Falls, Smith Clock factory
circa 1833. Another is a large Ithaca Calendar wall
clock from the First National Bank of Marcellus.

We are requesting that a person or group donate
the funds or services necessary to restore our clocks
to working order. If you may be that person or
group, please call Bill Reagan at 463-4160. =







