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THE HISTORIC MARCELLUS AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING...

Anyone recently driving down East Main Street
may have noticed a fundraising sign in front of the
American Legion building. Our neighbors who care
for the building are trying to raise money for a new
roof. Why should the average Marcellian care? The
building at 13 East Main Street is one of the most
historic structures in the Village of Marcellus.

Built about 1840 for a store by Joseph Taylor and
his son George, the building which presently houses
American Legion Ralph Share Post # 297 is one of
the most beautiful on Main Street. Its facia,
constructed of bricks made in Marcellus and
trimmed with omate woodwork, has been well
preserved for over a century and a half.

Before the store itself was completed, the
building was used as the headquarters for the
“Tippecanoe and Tyler, too” Whig campaign of 1840.
Shortly after the store was opened, Joseph Taylor’s
son George died and Newton Giles Case became a
partner in the business. (Lafer, Case was one of the
owners of what became the Martisco Paper Mill.)

Joseph Taylor became quite well known in the
area. He was the main local dealer in grain, pork
and beef. His business made Marcellus a market-
place for surrounding towns. Taylor was also very
popular as a pettifogger. In his later years he
accepted the appointment of constable and became
well known as a very successful collector of private
debts.

During the mid-1800's, storekeepers like Taylor
and Case would trade items for eggs, butter and
other homemade goods brought in by local women.
They would replenish their stock of dry goods,
household items and medicine once a year, usually
in the spring, traveling by stage to and from New
York City. ‘When the r,tc:rekeepera returned they
were greeted warmly by the townspeople who were
excitedly waiting for the display of new merchan-
dise and for news from New York City.

By the early 1900's Patrick Kelly and James
Hogan were operating the store in the Legion
building until Hogan became postmaster and Kelly
teamed with John Thornton and moved the business
o the village center. Soon after, the Coyne brothers
opened a barber shop and poolroom in the Legion
building and John Heenan operated a furniture and
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undertaking business on the second floor.

In 1940 Arthur and RGbE Waters opened the first

self-service “cash and carry” grocery store in the
Legion building. Under the name of “Little Giant
Foods,” it was the forerunner of the modern day
supermarket. In 1943, the Ralph Share Post #297 of
the American Legion purchased the building and
remodeled it to provide for a meeting room and
kitchen on the first floor and living quarters on the
second floor. They also installed new windows
across the front of the building.

Today the building houses the Ralph Share Post,
is used as a meeting place and is available for
functions such as wedding receptions. It is however
in need of a new roof. If you wish to help preserve
this historic Marcellus landmark, donations can be
sent to the Ralph Share Post Treasurer: Wendell
Piper, 34 West Main Street Marcellus, NY 13108. For
more information call commander Tom Gilmour at
673-2890). m  (Sources: Centennizl Histary; Mine Mile Country)

KATHRYN C. HEFFERNAN . ..
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Kathryn C. Heffernan worked as an educator for
forty-one years. She came to Marcellus in 1944 and
for twenty-six years was a teacher and administrator
at Marcellus Central School.

She was a communicant and organist of St.
Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church, secretary of
Marcellus Community Council, member of the
Marcellus Community Chorale, Trustee of Marcellus
Free Library and secretary of the Chester Driver
Memorial Scholarship fund.

Among her many accomplishments, she wrote a
history of the Saint Francis Xavier Church in 1973.
She also authored, “Nine Mile Country, The History
Of The Town Of Marcellus, N.Y.” which was
published in 1978. This book took hundreds of
hours to research and write and is the most
comprehensive history of Marcellus to date.

The Kathryn C. Heffernan Elementary School,
constructed in 1952, was named in her honor for the
many years she dedicated to helping Marcellus
students get the best education possible.

she was a wonderful, loyal person that gave so
much to this community in so many ways. m







