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MEMORI‘AL DAY ADD’RESS Bill Reagan
(Part I}

In the year 1794, Surveyor-

: General, Simeon Dewitt, surveyed
Ip-"'""-—--.-q the newly created COnondaga

’ County and laid out twenty-five
military townships. It was at that time that the
name Marcellus was given to military township
number nine, and the tract was organized as a civil
town. Marcellus was the name of a celebrated
Roman General and Statesman, Marcus Claudius
Marcellus, a who was slain in battle in 208 BC. The
Township of Marcellus was later divided into lots
which would be granted to veterans of the
Revolutionary War in return for their service.

On a day such as this, it is appropriate that
Marcellus was named for a military hero, for that is
why we are gathered here today, to remember the
military heroes of Marcellus, NY - those veterans

7ho were killed in action or while in service to their
country, Over one hundred Marcellus men served in
the Civil War - twenty of them were killed in action.
Twenty-nine more Marcellus men have made this
sacrifice since the beginning of World War L.

Like myself, I am sure that some of you gathered
here today did not know many, if any, of the men
who we are here to remember and honor. 5o that we
may realize the full scale of the sacrifice which they
have made, I spoke with many of their families and,
in order to understand what these men may have
experienced while serving in the military, I spoke
with some Marcellus veterans who are still with us
today. Combined, their stories help to illustrate the
loss to both the families and the community when
these men were killed.

Approximately 130 Marcellians served in the
armed forces during World War I. Of these, five
were killed in action and five died while in service.

The last surviving veteran of World War [in
Marcellus was Russell Crawford, father of Betty
Paul. He passed away at the age of 93 on January
7th, 1988. He served in the Army Tank Core under
Diwight Eisenhower and was a charter member of
the Valley American Legion Post 1468.

After World War 1, a group of twenty Marcellus

eterans applied for a charter for a local post of the
American Legion. The charter was granted on
August 14, 1919 and American Legion Post 297 was

formed. The post was named in honor of Ralph
Share, the first Marcellian killed in action in World
War I. Ralph was killed on October 4, 1918, while
serving in France.

During World War II, Compulsory Selective
Service was in effect. As a result, many Marcellus
boys were drafted into the military immediately
upon graduating from high school. Approximately
365 Marcellians served in the American Armed
Forces during World War IL. Of these, twelve were
killed in action.

Among those Marcellians who served in World
War II were two brothers and a cousin, Donald,
Frank and James Kelly. Donald and James never
made it home.

James was in the Army and lost his life while
serving overseas. Donald was in the Navy and was
killed at the age of twenty when his ship was sunk
during the invasion of Sicily in 1943. Donald’s
brother, Frank, was drafted into the Army Air Force
in 1942 and served until December 1945, Many of
you know Frank Kelly for his outstanding
contributions to our community.

I spoke to Ray Lollis and Bill Stevens, each of
whom served during World War II. Ray was drafted
into the Army in early 1942. He trained at Fort
Lewis, Washington and in the Mojave Desert before
being sent to Hawaii for amphibious training.
Before long he found himself in Dutch New Guinea,
where he and his fellow soldiers landed right in the
midst of a battle. They had to fight their way from
the landing sight to the mountains of the capitol of
Dutch New Guinea. From there Ray was sent to
Japan where he was part of a fruck convoy which
drove through Nagasaki & Hiroshima shortly after
the atomic bombs had devastated the cities.

Marcellus resident Bill Stevens served in the
United States Navy from 1942 through 1946. He
served in such countries as Spain and Guam and in
Okinawa. While on board the USS Coluso, a troop
transport ship which happened to be in the midst of
a hurricane, Bill and a ship’s electrician were
standing near a huge electrical panel. As the
electrician made his way up a ladder to close the
hatch which was open above them, a huge wave
swept over the boat and entered through the hatch.
As the wave made contact with the electrical panel,
it exploded in front of Bill. Fortunately he wasn't
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