MARLCELILUS

September/October 1997

MEMORIAL DAY ADDRESS .. st reagan

(Part Twa)

Two Marcellians lost
their lives while serving
in the Korean War. They
were Clifford Cronk and
¢ Daniel Welch.

; Clifford Cronk was
' killed in action in Korea
in 1951, at the age of 20.
The son of Mr. & Mrs.
Arlington Cronk, Clifford attended Marcellus
Central School and enlisted in the Army when he
was 17. Along with his parents, Clifford was
survived by four brothers.

Daniel Welch was in the Marine Corp. He was

killed in action in the Korean War in March of 1953 .

while serving in the 2nd Marine Tank Battalion.
“orporal Welch Road is named in his honor.
Among those he left behind was his sister, Julie
Karlik. Twenty one years after Daniel’s death, his
nephew, her son, Richard Karlik of Marcellus, was
killed in an accident in South Carolina while
serving in the Marines. Rick joined the Marines
upon graduating from Marcellus High School and
had been in almost four years when he died in
1985. He was in the same graduating class as Rick.
He had many friends in school and his death was a
great loss.

I also spoke recently with Hugh Dawson and
Tom Gilmore. Marcellian Hugh Dawson served in
the Air Force in both World War II and Korea.
Hugh flew dive-bombers in the Pacific while
serving in the Marine Corp during World War II.
He had enlisted prior to the bombing of Pearl
Harbor. In 1946 Hugh was commissioned to 2nd
Lieutenant in the reserves and in 1952 he was
recalled to serve in Korea through 1954, After 28
years of service, he retired a Lieutenant Colonel.
Hugh recently had the honor of carrying the
Olympic torch. Perhaps one of the men whose
names are this monument may have also shared
such an honor.

Marcellus resident Tom Gilmore served in the
.letnam War. Tom is the present Commander of
Ralph Share American Legion Post 297. Tom was

drafted into the Army in 1969 while working at

Priest Chevrolet and fought in Vietnam in 1970 and
71. He was stationed in the Demilitarized Zone for
twelve months and served on an armored
reconnaisance unit. These units consisted of
several tanks and were known as “moving fox
holes.” They were responsible for patrolling areas
within the D.M.Z.

Two Marcellians were killed during the
Vietnam War. They were John Rodney Bass and
David Driver.

The brother of Marcellian Eileen Kennedy, John
Rodney Bass was on his way to Vietnam on June 4,
1964 when he was killed at the age of 30 in an air
crash in the Philippines. Rodney, as he was called,
was a pilot in the Air Force's 13th Bomb Squadron
and had served in Japan for a year before going to
the Philippines. He was checking the skills of
another pilot who had been on a leave of absence,
when the plane went down, killing both men.
Rodney also left behind his wife, Diane
Schmuckmeir, and their three children, Kim,
Kristen and a son, John Rodney the third, who was
born after Rodney was killed.

David Driver was a Lieutenant in the US Navy
when he was killed in 1969 at the age of 26 at
McChord Air Force base in Tacoma, Washington.
He was the son of Chester S. and Maxine Driver
and brother of Nancy. Our middle school is named
after Chester. David was killed in the crash of a
Navy jet. His father had died just 6 years earlier.
David was an cutstanding high school athlete who
graduated from Marcellus Central School in 1961.
He received an appointment to Annapolis where
he graduated in 1965. David had been involved in
combat in Vietnam and had returned to the United
States only recently before his death.

One Marcellus High School graduate was
killed during the Persian Gulf War. Patrick Kelly
Connor had lived in Marcellus just a short time
before going off to war in Desert Storm. He was a
United State Navy N’ngator / Bombardier.
Patrick was on a mission off the shore of Kuwait
on February 2, 1991, when his A-6E radioed that it
was under hostile fire. The jet never made it back
to the carrier. After an intense search, his jet was
never found. At the age of 25, he was declared
missing in action. Patrick was survived by his
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