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HISTORIC PRESERVATION DISTRICT
TO BE CONSIDERED

At the October 27, 1997 Marcellus Village
meeting, Marcellus Historical Society President, Bill
Feagan, submitted a request on behalf of the
Marcellus Historical Society that the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Marcellus consider the
creation of a Historic Preservation District for the
Marcellus Village center. This request was
overwhelmingly approved by the general
membership present at the October 5th meeting.
The actual request is as follows:

In accordance with Article 9, Sections 3 and 4 of
the Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Marcellus,
the Marcellus Historical Society would request that:

Whereas the Marcellus Village center has
witressed, in recent years, the demolition of many
of its historic buildings;

Whereas the Marcellus Village center is one of the
few villages in the State of New York that truly has a
Main Street, rather than a major state highway as its
Main Street;

Whereas the Marcellus Historical Society would
like to preserve the character of the Marcellus
Village center and;

Whereas property values in historic preservation
districts tend to appreciate considerably;

the NMarcellus Historical Society would request that
the Board of Trustees of the Village of Marcellus:

1. Actively pursue National Register District
status for the Marcellus Village center.

2. Create an Historic Preservation District for
the Marcellus Village center.

3. Actively pursue passage of a local landmark
preservation ordinance for the Marcellus
Village center.

4. Enact a 12-month moratorium on demaolition
and new construction in the Marcellus
Village center, excepting minor structural
changes such as fencing, storage sheds, etc.

5. Direct the Code Enforcement Officer of the
Village of Marcellus to not issue permits for
demolition and /or new construction in the
Village center, excepting minor structural
changes such as fencing, storage sheds, etc.

The proposed historic district would include
about fifty buildings in the village center, which

includes Main Street from the bottom of East Hill to
the bottom of West Hill. Ninety percent of these
structures are commercial buildings.

This request would, if approved, give the
residents of the Town and Village of Marcellus a say
in what their village center will look like in the
future. The request will not prevent businesses from
expanding and progressing, but rather it would put
the control over the destiny of these historic

buildings and our Main Street into the hands of the
people of Marcellus.

The Historical Society wants to see the historic
character of one of the only true Main Streets left in
Central New York preserved, and we believe that
this is a step in the right direction. m

NOTES FROM
THE PRESIDENT..

As the previous article states, I recently
submitted a request on behalf of the Marcellus
Historical Society that the Marcellus Village Board
of Trustees consider creating an Historic
Preservation District in the village center. This isa
very important first step in an existing plan to
preserve and restore our Main Street.

And, as was recently reported in the October 15,
1997 Marcellus Observer, the Village of Marcellus
has applied for a $350,000 grant from the
Environmental Bond Act which will be used for
the environmental restoration of the Lower Crown
Mill. Our present village administration has been
working very hard to save this extremely
important piece of local history.

The intention of our historic preservation
request is to give Marcellus residents a say in what
the Marcellus Village center will look like in the
future. The Historical Society would rather see
our historic buildings restored to their original
splendor than replaced with modern buildings,
thus retaining the historic and charming character
of our Main Street.

The Marcellus Village Board of Trustees would
like to know how the entire community feels
about our request. Anyone wishing to express
their opinion on the future appearance of the

village center is encouraged to write to the
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