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SOME DREAMS
DO COME TRUE—M{::F_:MI Plhumpton

In the Summer of 1947, when I was ten years
old, my family and I went to Cooperstown. We
saw the Farmer’s Museum and the James
Fenimore Cooper House. From that time on I
dreamed about the day [ could start a museum in
Marcellus, INY.

In the Fall of 1959, some twelve years later, I
called Lucy Sweet, the Town of Marcellus
Historian, and talked to her about starting a
Marcellus Historical Club, that's what it was first
called. She wasn’t sure that there would be that
many people interested. I went ahead, and made
arrangements for the new group to meet at St.
John's Parish Hall in January of 196(.

The Marcellus Historical Club was born. 1
asked Frank Griffing, a renowned senior citizen, to
~ome and share his memories of Marcellus. It was
also his birthday and we had a cake for him.

The first official meeting was on January 25,
1960. Eighteen people attended; Mrs. Charles
Hopkins, Wallace Campbell, Jack Haley, Barbara
Pittinger, Kate Webb, Henry E. Phillips, Michael
Plumpton, Ruth & Frank Griffing, Robert Harrison
Sr., John Withey Sr., Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potucek,
Mr. & Mrs. Emerson Patterson, Mrs. Eva Chrysler,
Mrs. Ethel Feeney, and Lucy Sweet. On November
28, 1960, our name became the Marcellus
Historical Society. m

LAST ISSUE TO NON-MEMBERS!

This issue is the last issue of our newsletter
which will be mailed to every household in
Marcellus zip code 13108. After mailing over
24,000 copies of our newsletters in the past year
and a half, we will only be mailing it to our
members starting with the spring (next} issue.

During 1998, our newsletter will be mailed out
quarterly, one during each season. We will
continue to run popular features such as our
history contest and history articles. If you wish to
keep receiving the Marcellus Historical Society
News, please join today! m

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT — 5 Reagar

Every two months for the past year and a half,
volunteer members have folded, labeled and
mailed over 2,600 copies of each issue of this
newsletter. The program was originally designed
as a one-year plan to increase membership. Iam
glad to report that the program was a great success!
However, getting volunteers to continuously
prepare that number of newsletters, and
maintaining enough advertisers to pay for it, has
proven difficult.

So, from now on, our newsletter will go to
members only. We will be creating a new
membership level for businesses who wish to
support our organization and help to subsidize our
newsletter. Every business that joins will receive ad
space in each of our quarterly issues for one low
membership amount. If you have a business which
would be interested, please call me.

I am glad to report that we now have over
$10,000 in our New Museum Fund! This is very
impressive considering that the fund is less than
two years old. Our main fundraisers, the sale of
afghans and our tour of historic homes in
Marcellus, were very successful this past year.

Anyone can donate directly to our New Museum
Fund at any time. A space for donatons is now
included on our order form. Anyone can also make
a donation to our museum fund in memory of a
friend or relative who has passed away. On behalf
of the Marcellus Historical Society, I wish to thank
everyone who has supported our fundraisers.

Readers of this issue will see a membership form
for the Friends of Marcellus Park. This is a very
important and worthwhile organization. If you
enjoy Marcellus Park as much as me, I encourage
you to consider joining their group. My
membership form is in the mail!

It's 1998. That means that the year 2000 is just
around the corner. We need to start thinking about
how we want to bring in the next millennium. Such
a historic event should definitely be celebrated in a
significant way. If you have ideas of how Marcellus
can celebrate this event, send them in to us and I'll
print them here. In the meantime, I wish everyone

a happy and prosperous new year! m M %







