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THE ALVORD HOUSE .. John Curtin

At the turn of the 19th century, Marcellus was
being settled by a number of pioneers, mainly from
New England and the counties along the lower
Hudson River. And at that ime, Marcellus was a
town which came to be traversed by what was then
one of the main east-west routes of travel across the
United States.

In 1801, Dr. Bildad Beach came to town and took
over the medical practice of is brother Dr. Elnathan
Beach (who had died at age forty). Dr. Bildad Beach
also served in the war of 1812, and after the war, in
1815, built the tavern, later known as the Alvord
House. After 1820, he is supposed to have retired
from medical practice and devoted his energies to
being an innkeeper. (See Alvord House graphic on mailer)

In time, the Alvord House became a major stage
depot for the Auburn - Syracuse Stage line. One

oach that stopped at the House carried General
Marcus de LaFayette — of American and French
Revolutionary fame. On June 15, 1825, LaFayette
stopped at the inn while on route from Auburn to lay
the corner stone for the Bunker Hill Monument in
Boston. Despite his arrival at 2:00 in the morning, a
large number of Marcellians greeted him. He did not
sleep at the inn, but moved on towards Onondaga
Hill after his short visit.

In 1855, the tavern built by Dr. Bildad Beach (who
died at the age of 35) was sold by its then owner, John
Carpenter, to G. 5. Warner and R. Warren Alvord.
Alvord, who later became the sole owner and
innkeeper, also opened a stage line between
Marcellus, Marietta, Amber and Borodino for the next
thirty years.

This was the golden age of country hotels. They
provided lodging for many employees of local
industry, as well as for “drummers,” the term applied
to traveling salesmen who came into town by stage
and train to solicit orders from storekeepers and other
business operators. The Alvord House advertised
“zood rooms, kind attention, good board, good livery
and omnibus to all trains.” It was during this era that
the third floor ballroom was added to the old inn,
with a dance floor reputed to be the best in the
ounty. There was the potential for danger, however,
.ince there was but a single exit down a narrow
stairway.

In 1901, the Alvord House was sold to James
Hogan and Edward Dillon, Sr. The Alvord House

advertised a dining room which could accommodate
sixty-five customers at a sitting and the old-timers
recalled that the hotel employed Irish girls as cooks,
and served a good Sunday dinner for about fifty
cents. The Alvord House also had a first-class livery,
which rented horses and carriages to customers such
as traveling salesmen and doctors and for special
occasions such as funerals or weddings. And the
Alvord House maintained a stable on the lot where
the present Key Bank stands. In addition to horses
and carriages, they offered a hearse for rent. Even
the State Police, who used to patrol the highways on
horseback, often stabled their horses in the hotel barn
and spent the night at the hotel. The Alvord House
would also serve as a dance hall, roller skating rink,
town meeting place, temporary church and even
hosted high school graduations.

In 1910, James Hogan was appointed Postmaster
in Marcellus and sold his share of the Alvord House
to Edward Dillon, Sr. and it has remained a family
business to this day.

In 1913, the advocates of temperance prevailed,
and the Town of Marcellus was voted “dry."” The
Alvord House, however, continued to remain open as
an inn and restaurant.

In 1523, Edward Dillon, Sr. died and his wife, Julia
Coyne Dillon, ran the establishment for a while. It
was closed during Prohibition and leased to various
proprietors including Gary and Nora Cornwell from
1929 - 1935, In October, 1935, Edward Dillon, Jr. and
his sister, Mrs. Eloise York, became the proprietors of
the Alvord House and reopened its bar. Fire
destroyed the north end of the building in 1939 but
the damage was repaired and the old landmark
continued fo provide housing for individuals in the
rooms on the second floor, with the dining room, grill
and family living quarters on the main floor.

Early on Sunday morning, November 18, 1973, the
158 year old Alvord House, which had survived the
1939 fire, was completely gutted by flames. No one
was injured in the fire, but the old landmark, which
had been witness to much of the history of the
village, was a total loss. The Dillons, who had been
considering retirement, decided to clear the site and
rebuild their business. The family continues to own
and operate the oldest business in the Village of
Marcellus. The present one story building combining
residence and grill was erected during the summer of
1974, and it remains today one of the landmarks of
the Village of Marcellus. m







