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THE MARCELLUS UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

The first Methodist Church in Marcellus was
erected above the village in 1824 on the land which
is now the old part of the St. Francis Xavier
Cemetery. It was a simple stone building, thirty
by forty feet, with no steeple. This became known
as the Methodist Chapel. By 1832 the
congregation had decided that their choice of
location had not been a wise one. Consequently,
they carefully took their building down and
reconstructed their second church, from the same
materials, on a site in the village across the street
from where the present church now stands. Like
the original, it was without steeple or bell. The
pulpit stood between the two front doors, so the
congregation faced not only the pulpit but the late.
rrivals. i

By 1855 the old stone church was in need of
repair and the congregation had outgrown it.
They were able to acquire the point of land
between West Main Street and what was then
Maiden Lane (now known as Slocombe Avenue).
The first brick church in the village was erected on
the site now occupied by the present church.
Stone from the old church was used in the
foundation. The church was dedicated about
September 1, 1857. On January 25, 1877 the
twenty-year old church was destroyed by a fire.
The congregation bravely set out to build their
fourth house of worship on the old foundation,
again using some of the stone from the original
Methodist Chapel.

On January 3, 1878, one hundred and twenty
years ago, the new church was dedicated. It costa
little less than $12,000 to construct. The ladies .

rovided many of the furnishings for the church
through their aid society. The windows were
donated as memorials. The clock which adorns
the steeple was donated in 1909 by Mr. & Mrs.
George W. Case, thus ending the era in which time
was told in the village by the ringing of church
hells.

In 1941, Mr. and Mrs. D. ]. Chrisler presented
the church with the parsonage at 22 North Street.
In 1959 a committee began a study of the need for
additional space. The work of the study

culminated in a recommendation for construction
of an educational building as a major addition to
the church building. Groundbreaking took place
on April 16, 1961 and the classrooms were ready
for use on February 25, 1962. This was named
Wesley Hall. Between 1964 and 1966 the class-
rooms in the church basement were refurbished.
In 1968 the official name of the church became the
Marcellus United Methodist Church. Today, the
church building and its clock are one of the many
well known landmarks of Marcellus. m

{Excerpts from Nine Mile Country by Kethrnm C. Heffernan; See owr
January [/ February 1937 issue for a story on the history of the clock.)

OLDE HOME DAYS JUNE 5th-7th!

Olde Home Days
1998 is upon us. Our
Historical Society
will hold its annual
Olde Home Days
Museum Open
House on Saturday
June 6th from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Stop in
and view our
tremendous
collection of historic
artifacts from
Marcellus’ past.

We will have
available, in limited quantity, the one day issue
Marcellus Bicentennial stamped envelopes. These
envelopes were stamped by the Marcellus post
office in June of 1994 to honor Marcellus’
bicentennial. They will be available for a donation
of $5 each or can be ordered by mail.

A special display of old Marcellus Fire
Department uniforms will also be set up and a
newly revised Historic Walking Tour Guide will be
available at the museum. The guide describes
many historic locations and buildings as you walk
through the village. Our many books and
collectibles, and the official Marcellus afghan, will
also be available at the museum gift shop.
Admission is free. m







