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This issue of our newsletter has been mailed to
everyone in Marcellus zip-code 13108, that's 2,600
copies. Normally our quarterly newsletter is only
mailed to members. By mailing this issue to
everyone in zip 13108, we hope to showcase the
many programs which the Marcellus Historic
Society offers and to encourage more residents to
join our 619 members.

This newsletter keeps our members informed in
advance of all historical society events and
meetings. If you wish to continue receiving our
newsletter please join today. A membership form
can be found on the last page of this issue. m

AN ANGLING HISTORY
JF NINE MILE CREEK. . .} Michaet Keity

[Editor’s note: The following is from the presentation which ],
Michael Kelly gave at our April 1998 historical society meeting.
This is part one of a twe part sevies. Part two will appear in our

next 1ssue.]

In her book, Nine Mile Country, Kathryn
Heffernan emphasized the importance of Nine
Mile Creek to the economy of Marcellus and the
surrounding area.

There is also a brief mention of environmental
concerns, to wit:

“From the beginning of human habitation in the

area, an important feature of the Marcellus

environment has been the Nine Mile Creek. To
the early settlers and the mill owners of the last
century, it was an every-ready source of power.

To modern residents it is an environmental

resource to be protected and preserved for its

aesthetic and recreational value.”

She noted that during the 1960°s a group of
local sportsmen formed the Nine Mile Association,
with a purpose of preserving the stream from
sollution and thereby protecting its value as a
trout stream. She credits this group, of which I
was the founder, with accomplishing “a certain
amount of cleanup.”

Miss Heffernan went on to recount waste-

treatment improvements made in municipal
sewage plants and industrial facilities along the
creek during the 197(0's, and also mentions a now-
forgotten proposal by a team of SUNY Forestry
students to create a recreational corridor along the
creek.

At the time her book was published, Miss
Heffernan wrote that the DEC was considering an
upgrade in classification for Nine Mile (which later
came to pass) and predicted that would require the
village of Marcellus to upgrade its sewage
treatment again, which it did. She concluded:

“Nine Mile Creek is today rich in food for trout,

and keeping the water clean is all that is needed

to preserve it as one of New York State’s best
trout streams. Each year the Onondaga

County-operated hatchery on Carpenter’s

Brook in Elbridge provides between 10 and 20

thousand brown and brook trout fingerlings

[actually they are yearlings] for stocking the

stream. In turn, all the local anglers are

rewarded for their skill and patience at fishing
spots all along Nine Mile from near its source at

Otisco Lake to Amboy.”

Nine Mile is physically the opposite of most
trout streams. A typical trout stream begins as a
cold spring, or a series of swift, cold brooks, then
gradually slows and widens and becomes too
warm for trout at some point downstream. That
pattern is called a “thermal gradient,” by the way
An example of a trout stream in our area with a
normal thermal gradient is Butternut Creek, which
starts as a tiny rill in Apulia, is fed by several cold-
water tributaries, and becomes too slow and warm
for trout after it flows north of the city of Syracuse.

Nine Mile Creek’s true headwaters might be
considered to be Spatford Creek, at the south end
of Otisco Lake, and that is a trout stream, but
where Nine Mile is officially born, at the dam of
Otisco Lake, it is a warm water stream. A fow
trout are present, but the big majority of fish
encountered are bass, carp and other warm-water
species. That's so all the way downstream
through the village of Marcellus.

Then, just below the lower Crown Mill, Nine
Mile is magically transformed into a high-quality
trout stream by the infusion of several large cold
springs. Where the largest of these enters the







