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MUCH MORE THAN A TROUT
STREADM.. .Bill Reagan

The scenic, winding creek through
Marcellus is said to have been named Nine Mile
as 1t was situated exactly nine miles west of the
settlement at Onondaga Hill. You can imagine
an early traveler in the cighteen hundreds being
given the directions; “Go west nine miles and
vou'll cross a creek.”

That creek turned out to be a perfect source
of power for supporting mills of all types, and
thus was born what is today referred to as a
“(reat place to live,” the Town of Marcellus.

Whether vou call it a creek or a crick. the
influence of Nine Mile on the Town of
Marcellus was tremendous. Flowing north from
its source at Otisco Lake for about twenty miles
to Onondaga Lake, the creek once supported
dozens of mills and businesses along its banks
within the borders of Marcellus.

The first mill was, appropriately enough for
a new settlement, a saw mill. The Rice -
Bradley Saw Mill was built in 17935, the year
after the Town of Marcellus was founded. It
was located at the base of East Hill, south of
Main Street on the west side of the creek.

Many other mills followed, some of them
becoming major employers in the town.

The first paper mill in New York State
opened on Nine Mile Creek in 1806. It was
located about a mile and a half north of the
village center, just north of the present Martisco
Paper Mill which itself began operating in 1852,
Martisco Paper still runs a successful business
today producing “bogus™ for use in packaging.

In the vear 1812, the first woolen mill was
opened in Marcellus on the west bank of the
creek near the intersection of Orange and Maple
Streets. That wooden structure burned in 1847
and was replaced by a brick woolen mill in
1848. Called the “upper Crown Woolen Mill,”
it closed in 1955 and was torn down in 1986, At
one time this mill produced wool {or civil war
uniforms.

Its sister mill, the “lower Crown Woolen
Mill."” was constructed next to the creek on
Morth Street in 1880, Still standing today. it
closed in 1961. Between them, the two mills at
one time emploved over 300 people.

And so it went. Ower the decades. on about
thirty-five different sites along Nine Mile Creck
in Marcellus.
stood grist
mills, a gun
powder factory.
linseed oil mill.
barley mill, saw
: : mill, clock

{01 Stone Girist Mill, Built 1827-28.) factory, several
paper mills, a plaster muill, a brewery and
distillery and just about every other type of mill
a small town would ever need.

As a result of these mills and the jobs which
they provided. a small settlement grew into a
town of 6.000. Nine Mile Creek proved to be
extremely important element in the development
of Marcellus. While only a handful of mills are
still operating on the creek today. Nine Mile is
still proving to be a source of jobs and growth
through its excellent fishing and magnetic
natural beauty. —







