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The Parsons Gift

Ffor the love of Marcellus and all it has meant
@o five generations of the Parsons familp,
This gift will enable eberyone to learn
The history of this special place.
- Barbara Parsons Bildreth
Fune 2007

Barbara Parsons Hildreth has given the Marcellus
Historical Society a gift of $20,000 in memory of her
father, Levi Seymour Parsons. The money is being
used to purchase a wheelchair lift at the Steadman
House in conjunction with renovations making the
house handicapped accessible.

A room on the lower floor of the Steadman House
has been designated as “The Parsons Room”. It
contains information about the Parsons family and the
churches and doctors of Marcellus as well as the
buggy of Dr. Israel Parsons and Dr. John Parsons.

: Seymour Parsons was
8l born in Marcellus and
lived most of his life in
8 the village. He graduated

d from Syracuse University
fin 1927 and operated a
general contracting
company that built many
houses in Marcellus and
Skaneateles. Mr. Parsons
was an elder in the First
Presbyterian Church and
a past grandmaster of the
Masonic Lodge. He was
also a member of the
Rotary and served on the
Village Board and the Marcellus Board of Education
for a total of more than 50 years.

Seymour Parsons was the great-grandson of Rev.
Levi Parsons, the first pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church of Marcellus, and Almira Rice, the daughter
of Deacon Samuel Rice who was one of the original
settlers in what later became the Village of Marcellus.

Levi Seymour Parsons
1904-2002

Rev. Levi Parsons was
born in Northhampton,
Mass., graduated from |
Williams college in 1801
and was licensed to preach
the Gospel in 1806 at
Stockbridge. He first
visited Marcellus the same
year and was ordained
pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church in
September of 1807.

Rev. Parsons served in
Marcellus until 1833 and
again from 1835 until 1841, after serving one year in
Tully and one year in Otisco. His notes on the
marriages and deaths at which he presided have been
invaluable to the Historical Society in researching
Marcellus history and genealogy.

Rev. Parsons’ son, Dr.
Israel Parsons, left us a
treasured legacy in his
“Centennial History of the
Town of Marcellus” which
was presented on July 4th,
1876, published in 1878
and reprinted in 1988. He
practiced medicine in
Marcellus and lived in a
house on the northeast
corner of Main and Orange
Streets. His son, Dr. John
Parsons (1861-1932), also
practiced medicine in
Marcellus.

Rev. Levi Parsons
1779-1864

Dr. Israel Parsons
1821-1904

In Loving Memory of

Plaque in the
LEVI SEYMOLUR PARSONS
Parsons Room
builder of Marcellus K
and great-grandson of hOllOﬂIlg
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Rev. Levi Parsons
Given by the Parsons fumily
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