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Marcellus Supports Veteran - 1947

Groundbreaking for Jeff Guerin’s new home on July 30,
2008. From left: Will Barclay, Colleen Guerin , Jeff
Guerin, Sam Murphy, John Gonsalves, Michael
Plochocki, John Pigliavento Jr. and Jack Scalise.

Army Sergeant Jeff Guerin of Marcellus was
severely wounded in Afghanistan from a roadside
bomb. After going through many surgeries he
returned home to Marcellus with his parents. Colleen
and Edward Guerin, to continue rehab locally at the
Veterans Hospital in Syracuse.

Thanks to "Homes for Our Troops", an
organization founded by John S. Gonsalves to help
veterans with severe disabilities from serving with US
troops, Jeff will now be given a new fully handicap
accessible home enabling him to have more
independence.

On July 30th the The Patriot Guard Riders led Jeff
east out of the village to Abounding Way where he
was greeted by over 100 supporters from the
American Legion, Fire Department, family and
friends for the ground breaking of his new home.
Coordinator for the project will be Jack Scalise of
Pigliavento Builders who will work with local
contractors and suppliers that are donating their time
to make the American dream for Jeff. So well
deserved!

Submitted by Peg Nolan ~
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“Homes forf
Our Troops”
brought back
memories of
another soldier
from Marcellus,
Corp. Fred
Hilliard, who
came home from
WWII paralyzed
from the waist
down. Marcellus |
wanted to honor}f
their hero and, led
by the American
Legion, Fire}
Dept., Citizens
Club and many
solicitors, they
decided to build a
handicap

Corp. Fred Hilliard

accessible home

for Fred. "Buy a Block" was the slogan that started
raising money by using cement blocks piled in front
of the Post Office at North and Main that sold for $3 a
piece. Before the pile was finished the money started
coming in. It was September 1946, and soon work
began on the house. Led by Superintendent Charlie
Wolf, people came forward donating their time to
build this home: Irv Christensen did the masonry;
Frank Kline, plumbing; F.E. Woods and Ray Roche,
electrical; Fraser and Hunt, heating; King
Bros., outside painting; Avery Spinks, George
Hollenbeck, Willis Brinkerhoff, Dan McLaren, and
Frank Freeborne, the wall papering. Village and
Town employees did excavating and bringing in dirt
for grading. On December 20th, 1947, Fred and his
wife moved into 11 Chrisler Street. This was a gift
given from the hearts of everyone in the community
to a man who gave so much to his country.

Submitted by Peg Nolan ~
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